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Airman Miller ailiusts special palel marker'

Sergeant lvlorris (right), Afman Miller aid C'130 pilots'
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Combat Controllers tink C-130 to Target

firey ca! parachute, tight, dhect elr
traffic, cortrol ard mark dmA l8ldl.Irg
and, estractio! mnes and operat€ end
repalr radlos.

It's I special breeal of airE€n who
wear tho blue beret.... singling tbcn
out as Conbst Cotrhollers,

At lf,actar tso ol the8e speclauy
trained expert! dd G180 crews to qua-

Ufy i! tbe Coltslner Delivery System.
8S8G Phllltp ltrotrlr a l Alc Ulvsscs

U0Uor, ?th Aerial Port, Nrha AB, OH.
!rw& are belDirg to rnalc lt ftosdhlG

Photos by AlC Butch Wllson

for the 463d fToop Carrl€tr Wlng to be
ihe flr8t oporr{olrtly qudllled ult ln
the llse ot CDS.

To acc{mplish thelr task, S€rgeant
!f,orris atld AlrDaB Millet begin their
alay attending the air crew briefing.
Conilucted by 8 CDS qualilied C-130 pi-
lot, the m minute brieting famiuarizes
the pilots and Davigators as to tbeir
routes, altitude, speed, time over target
8nd type of akop.

The Combst Controllers attend
Deeting to dari& any qu€6tion!

might aris€ corceuing the groulil
markingr; point of iDp8ct or any zon€

information.
After the brtefing is conclualo4 S€r'

geaBt Morrls ard Ahmar llluer hesal
for the drop zone, located Nortiealt ol
the ruuwey.

The l$o lDedaliEts th€n placa crdtc
ad or|rg€ zth t B teet Panels h thc
roDe. Sove! Drnols marl the roloalr
Dolnt at the lcrdhg €dte of tho lo!€
.... two ol theb rt the Irolrt ol lt!.
paci.

Nsrd the Combst ControUers ch€c&
out tbeir radio equipmenl conds8ng o{
UHF and VEX' frequencies, lbe raauo€
are houssd ln I lpeclally built truck
with hiEi voltage transmitterE sttd re-
ceiving unito.

Another n€c€sdb 8t the zoDe ls re
coraling the wird alirection and veloci8

During tho Macta! CDS misdons tno
r163d TCW airqaft nate two Prsdice
runs each for fsniliadztuor vitb ths
zone,

xte!, sfter the flight crews ale 3a.

tlsfi€at witl ttreir practice run& eaah
airrraft flies a 30 mirute pattem 8ll(l
final approach.

when the ltust aircraft is 10 Dllcs olt
the Irilot railios the Coubrt Controll€f8
alil tho uacta! low€r for cle$rnce. . . ,
et five Dllcs out Sclgealt Monis tlll
either glve tlo cleat.Ica or rd[3t th6
gmG on iargci.

During the final mlnutes of the El$
sion the controll€r8 provid€ wild l.tr-

foruation for the alrop. If tbe con'
troller happens to dght ety alrcrsft h
tie area he rotilies the Dllot.'.. at
Mactan, alr tratlic ir cuholled by the
tower

when th6 altcraft ls applodmtely
one.snd-a-hall Elnutes out Alrman Mll-
ler throws I rmok€ boEb elther yellow
or wbite lor go, or r€d for csrcel,.in the
lmpact area, The smoke Slvet ths 18.
vigator a chance to maks a4y last Dl!.
ute aaliushentl,

AAer th€ trrst coDtalner bltl tho
Srounaf Ahman trlluetr rurhes over rltal
pace6 ths dlstance ftom tbs Dotlt ol t.B
Dact to tle unlt.

Release ol tbe si! contaln€r{ ls mril!
et 750 feet.... the Combat Conboll€r3
h8v€ alone their iob. . . .

Evcry two ve€&! ?th A.d Pora rG
tstes lts tDY Conbrl Co Eollsrl io
Urctan, but tlo loEd !!CW ercxr col
bc arsureit thrt gorgcmt fosrll' ud
Alfnan ltlltlct'! tsrn nGbbGEl rt Nrha
rrc rtr profetColtlr.

the
thst

fhe ilrop hits i.he targetsquare, Sergeant Morris has done his iob.
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Ihe pict up is made by ?th Aerial Port Squaalron Slpcialists.


