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AF Sgt. Makes 808 Jump
o Come Dowhn

SEMBACH, Germany

After 24 years of military | i-yearoldanSdt. AreédlO. par ac
Souzamight consider calling it quits.

But the ruggedcombat vedran, now assigned here with the 7th Air Commando Sq. has no
thoughts of retiring as lie ctinues a pace that would bush many younger men.

Souzds unit is loaded with Vietham returnees who arecsists at just about everything from
jungle survival to moutain climbing.

Assigned with the 788 air borne electronic maintenance section, he is NCOIC of the unit's
Combat Controlfeam.

Witty and fast on the uptake, the dark haired commando speaks English, Portameese,
Spanish

Souzastartedhi s service early in 1943 as Maraudasnber o
Always a man of action, he fought in the Burmese junigi¢se ruggedMerrill outfit.

Once, fighting a platocesized skirmishagainst the Japanesgouza was separated frdms unit
for 72 days. He lived off the land, eating everything from lizards to rice, and got handouts from
friendly native's, he says.

In 1965 Souza spent a year in Vietnam with the 1sCawalry,Div (Airmobile).

Souza's presedqtay duties fall into @recise pattern. As NAO of theCombat Controteam, his
crew must jumpn advance ofttiemain element and mark drop zones, day or night.

With full gear, Souza may have laemmudbwase@Sy

Souza made hi80Qth military parachute jump last month. He e and proudly wears the master
parachute badge and beret.

"There's no age limit for jumpirig Souzasays But military parachutists in th&th must pass a
"Phase3 0 f physgahannually, insuring that thegre fitto continue jumping No needto



worry, Souzaooks adit at 43, as a 2@earold youngster fresh out of airborne or Special Forces
training.

The ser geantiiesin dlnyéays oftjumping werg minor. One came during a high
altitude junpd his highesd from 20,500 feet at Fort Bragg, N.@1 1964.Souzd s par ac hut
streamed out between his | egs, creatineg what
ligaments, which fortunalg only temporarilyslowed down the tough paratrooper.

The other injury ocurred here irl967 when opening shock caused a neck abrasion.

Wh a 't are Souzabs feelings at j ume tsiame? MIoOnt
occasionally do | get a little edgy before a jump.”

He said the mia thing is the prgump equipment checkout.

Souza took his jump training at Fort iBeng, Ga. in 1947 wherhé course was still of six
w e e kiasion Duringhis Army years he was a membertioé 101st Airborne Div and other
units.

DOWN TO EARTH JOB3ouzamakes a landing in a snow covered area near Sembach
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