


What is a Combat Controller?

le's a combingtion commancs, ranse:, Torward oir
controller, mede, pathfinder, pasatrepper.  Trogioan,
wen er chserver, radio maintensnee man a-wl mr traftic
controller

The Combat Controblzr reccives more rateing Uian suost
alver receive in en entize carcer. He starts ont with qr
rralfic control or rudio meinterance school and then
attends Army Airhorng School, He's then assigned Lo oa
Combat Cootrnl Team unil where he sterss his special
craining, Tle attends a rugged Combit Control School where
he leame the basic tactics of Combat Contro . Trom thers
% on 1o hazic supaval sehool, water survial, jucgle
garvival, ancd arctic survival schools, Specially  selecled
aembers attend Pararescue Medical Sekool, Self- Contamed
Thnder Water Breathing Apparatus (SCUBRAY School and
Thigh Allitude Low Opening (FTATL) School. In Pararescuc
Medical Schoo! he learns to perform everylhing from
amergenszy  rachestomy o setting broken booes, The
SCUBA schonl trairs home Lo actilzrate under water woow
Jesired objestive. The HALO school bLains bim to para-
chue behind eneny lines by Inneping from alilndes 25 high
as 42,500 fect free Malling down to 2,500 fee: parachule
pperdng altitude, and ihen guidirg he parachule Lo ar
exact paint on ihe procnd.

Why does o Combat Contraller receive £3 much orining?
When Army airborne boops pacachote behind snemy fines,
tha C'ombal Contro ler is alccady there, Te has utilized cne
o thz meny methods of inflirstion he has been tained in.
He lias scouted the area, set ap radar beacons. marked the
drop wore and sontrolled the sirdrop airerat to the exact
location.

Thz Combal Cantroller performs his ruissiwom ary time
there’s a =cad for airtborne tranps ar tactical airlif. He's
been callzd on during many erises the woerd over? The
Congo, Lebanos, Pamsma, Tkrmmcan Republic and, of
course Vielnam, Tha first team arrived in December 1964
and from tha! Gime ool the U 50 withdrawal they
supparted every operation thet required arhifl of supplies
of troops, Combar Controlless were the key o Lhe
oeoeselul resupoly of Marines durirg the 75 day sicge of
Khe Suahn. Tney eorirelled all the aireralt snd the air
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droppmg of supphes so necessary for survival of the base
They set up radar beacons end guided the airoralt to the
drop zone. The Combat Controllers were aiflen umder heq vy
fire, wilh as mary as 1000 rounds of ariillery dropping in
on the hase a day. Lighl Combal Cunbiollers received
Pu:ple Hearts during the siege.

Mot all guts and glory! The Combat Controller mus
speid nany hetrs in the class room leaining new fech-
nigues and reviewing the tactics znd procedures that he
must know Lo cornplete the mission. He also must repair
and conglantly chezk radios and ather aquipment to make
sure il's in lop comdition, so thal il the word comess 1o
deploy, he is meady. Why do omen volunieer for such
hazardous, often very demanding duty? 1 can be summed
up by the words of o young Combal Conlrol seracan | who
gtated “1 volunteered for Combat Control duty not because
I like the hird work and fraining, bae hecanse | like the
kind of people who are in the eutfit.” =
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This is
perhaps
the most
Popular

Spot you'll
find in
this, or

any other
magazine.

It's known throughout the
free world Tor its Triend-
liness, its consistently gond
SEAFOOD, its  swinging
COCKTAIL lounge, its |
waterfrant location and jts

Eohemian-like appesl . _

t's Paul Robwris’ |
inimitable I
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A Little Bit About

PARACHUTING

by a Guy who does
a lot of it!

Bill Frankenberger
I-1M98, USPFA LVE

Watching a parachute meel such as the Milivry Jumptess
can be more emoyable it you have just a linlle knowledse of
this tevriliv aetivity called sport parachuting. So, if yvou will,
let your imagination fly and pictare jommg hands wth nine
ol your best friends, ter thouwsand Feet above the eurth's
preen surface while Tulling av 127 miles per hour, Imagine
twisting vour body through a style series of werms and
backloops, iryving (o beat the judpes eye sand the stopwazch.
Performing every aerobatic maneuver an aircra’t is capahle
of, except, going back up. Have vou ever rode the hreerc?
Sport Parachutists do, and they land w.th amazing accuracy
on a small tareet onlv ten centimelers in diameter,

These then are the three major clements, relative work,
siyle and accuracy, they make up the phenomingd sport of
parachuting. OF course, there are those who sinply jump
for the pure jey of it They are the fun jampeas of the
world

Who are these people whn lesp from perfectly good
girplanece. Are they stunt men or darsdevils whao seorn lite
and taunt death as the ultimate challznge? The answer is a
most emphatic ne! On the contrary, they are serious
participants of a spor. ey trust aad enjoy o the ulmest.
Purachutists come from nearly cvery walk of life. They are
lEbhorers, doctors, adneators, military men and houge-wives,
lhey are well trained and are provided with the best
possible equipment, Mo, he isn’t foolhardy or reckless,
through knowledge and constent taining they have learned
the art ol Izee 1201 and turned the space aheve the carth iaco
a playeronml where they and their friends romp confident
A ther skall and equipment.

Military sport parachotists bave traditionally led the

country in cempetition. The first UL 5, World Champion
was Serpeanl James Arendar of the U §. Army Golden
krights. He was followed in 1963 by Sergeant Richard
Forienberry, apain a Golden Knight. In fact the 1973
Nat.onal Championships saw the military take the lead in
eommpelilive parachuting with A Force Capluin John wolfe
s i new world record holder accomuolating conly six
renlimeters for 1 total of t2n jumps. Sergeants” Benion,
Collingwood, and Hall ol the Golden Knights captured
hree of the five Uniled States Parachute Team Slots, with
the torth going 1o lormer team mate ex-Serpeunt Slan
[licks. 'Third place stvle went to Air Foree Academy Cader
Havluwst. So thas vear as in vears past, mililary man, now
too nwrerous o mention have proven themselves in this
Sparrl.

The sport parachulisis way be sixieen o siXty, man or
wornan. milicary or civilian but what ever his age, genter, or
necipation he is alweys a person who accepis challenge as o
part of his daily life. i
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HISTORY of the lst
SPECIAL OPERATIONS
WING MILITARY

JUMPFEST

It all started back in January 1970 with several namhbers
oo the Combat Centrol Team disvussing the idea of having a
Jumpfest dedicated te the Prisoners of War and Missing in
Actiom in Southcast Asie. The team fommulated o basic plan
and preseoted it o the Wing Conumander. e boughi the
when wned the wheels wera set in motion. The eatire Combral
Contrel Team began working on the pooject spending lore,
off duty hours in preparation lar the first Jumpfest. It was
held in October 1970 at the Army Ranger Comp wilh
rompetition in free-fall accuracy and four man demonsta-
Lion Legmns judezd by the POWMILA wives. More than 150
jurnpers showed up and atler three days of tough competi-
tiom, the UL 5. Air Foree Acudemny walled away with top
hionors in both events.

Plans wer immediately made Tor @ bigeer and beiter
Teptest in 1971, Since there was ¢ larpe mimher of
sumpers ot ree-lull gualified, it was decided to add a static
ling competition. The 2nd Annual Jumpfest broughe 200
jumpers aod 3 K0 spectalurs,

The 1972 competition wus Lthe biggest yver with 300
Jumpers, 130 feefall and 120 stabw e compeialors aml
an gsbmatad TOA00 spactators,

The 4ith Annual Jumprest should be the best 5o Tar, We
e poved 1o Harlbl Fizle wlich will make it a lot mors
corvenient for jumpers and speceators aliké. The jurinlest
has gone international by having members of the Eoyal
Canadian Air Force competing. In addition to  the
Canadiang, there are 1eams from the Army, Air Foree, Navy
arn] Reszives of all branches of the Armed Forces. The
teams come from as Tar awidy s Curope, Panama, Alaske,
and every section of the Uniled States, We are expecting
wel over 200 competilors and many thoasands of specta-
tors.

Like all good things, the avnual Jumpfest keeps growing
larecr and DBerter We hope 1o keep improving it and by
doing =, bring bacs all the compellors and spectalos o
WEATS TO COHMIE. ]

WESTWOOD Apartments

Wa cordially invite you to drive out today and visit

WESTWOOD — situated west of Hurlburt Field, it afords
the quiet and unhurried life-style of the country, but
with all the modern conveniences at your disposal —

it's just a 15 minute drive from downtown Fort Walton
Baoch!

SWIMMING FOOL

RECREATION HOOH

RESIDENT MANAGER

MASTER TV ANTEMNMNA

PROMPT & CHEERFUL MAINTEMANCE
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HISTORY OF
COMBAT CONTROLL

Combal Control First came inlo being carly i 1953 aller
a delailsd study had bazn nade oo troop carcier aireralt
aid wiher phases of aithorne nperations. The siudy went
back to WW Il and the island of Sicily, when, with ne
ground pa:ty to guide the airereft into any parcicalar drop
zomes, the B2nd Airborne was scattered cver such a large
aren that they couldn’l assemble in a force sizable enough
W ey outl the invagsion as planned. The larger German
units isalated and inflicted hesvy casualties on these smaller
Amencan groups. The Army Pulhfinders were then organ-
1z&dl, trained, and utilized with & great degree of success in
the subscquent ivasion of France and, loter, in Korea.
Lowever, equipient and navigational aids limilztions pra-
venled complete siccess. The Air Force study identificd
many of the deficiencies in the tactics and equipment used
to locale and mark drop zones,

The Air Force bepan desiwning rudios ard radn homirg
devices o work in conjunction with the new wireraft under
development. The Aar Foree was also tasked to reeruic amd
train their own Puthbinder teams o work with this new
equipment. Lawson Army Airfield, in Julvy 19353, saw the
fitst group of voluntezs begin Lreining for the newly
desipnated Combat Control Team.

Today, these Combal Control Tezms (CCTs) are o highly
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trained, clite group of men who work and train with all
branches of the service. The basic team comsisls ol owo

officers and twentytwo enlisted men. The traimims necss-
sy for one of these ndwuinals 1o quality lor ombst

"Wd’ 3 ready status normally takes Itom one to one and a half
W ?W ' years. The men are irained in all zreas of infiltration,

exliltration, and 2vasion. Deplovien! methods. such as.
static  line and HALO parachuting, helicopter assaulr,
amphihions assanlt, SCTTBA infiltratior, reppelling, or on
fout, are as amportunt in their iraining as weapons,
hand-te-hand combat, ard basic medicine. When o team
gos il an ared, they carry all 2quipment necessary Lo
perform the mission. Radios, radar transponder devices,
night lighting zquipment, etc., are divided among the
members so, even 1f casiallics are sustaired, the mission can
be carried out.
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Hastery of Cornbal Contrall Conbmnerd

One examplz of how CUTs are wtilized won'd be in o
large scale airborne assaull Lo eslablish an airhead. In this
Wype operativn, one airerall would precede the main [oree
by 30 1o 60 manutes. This aircralt would carry the CCT and
ait Army Assault Tesm whose mission is to provide fire
support for the CCT while they are establishing the drop
zone., When the main force airives, the CCT would conlrgl
all airdrops and medical evacuations., coordinate with
artillery #nd air sizpport, and mamiam long range commuoni-
catiomns urhil the maim assault lToree is assexbled oa the
proumd,

Combat Controllers plaved an activze role in the Yielnam
conllice. Kkan Duc, Kne San, and the A Shau Vallay are o
few of the areay familiar lo CCT veterzns of the contlict.
Few pilets have flown over Vietnam without hearing
*TOLLHOUSE™ o1 *TAILPIPE". vallsipns assigned to the

teany’s operating in Southeas: Asia

Conlinwed vn page 14
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Many professional
JUMPERS and SKYDIVERS
"PACK THEIR OWMN CHUTE""
to be sura , . .. YOU can
“PACK YOUR OWN CHUTE'™
1o by putting a safe, depend-
able, efficient ELECTRIC
HEATING S¥STEM im your

home,

Call any of these indapond-
CERTIFIED ELECTRIC
HEATING DEALERS or
GULF POWER COMPANY
for mare information an
how you can malie the best

JUMP OF YOUR LIFE to
ELECTRI: HEAT.

Casey Electric
Crestvicw 682 3037

Milligan Clectric

Helt GA2-3931

Air Conditioning, Inc.

Fr. Walton Beach 243-3366
Busby Electric

Ft. Walton Beach 2342-4127

Chmatic Cortros
Ft. Walton Beach 244-1121

Ft. Walton Plumbing & Heating
Ft. Walzon Beach 2429612
Kroll Electric

Ft. Walton Beach 242-3311

amith Plumbhng & Heating
. Ft. Walton Beach 243-7 158

Gul® Priweer Company
Ft. Walton Beach 242-31 78

Gulf Power Company
Micevilla E78-9114

Gulf Power Co TPEny
Crosty iow BRZ-2728

G lf Power Company
De Funiak Sorings 892-215£

CERMIFIEDx

ELECTRIC
HEATING
DEALER

1973

ELILF P RS DAY

Hetery of Combat Contrell Contined

Fesponse to airlilt operations has not been restricted to
Yictnam alone. Quemoy-MaTsu, Lebanon, and the Congo
Crisis had Combal Conlrollers in dclion aeain. The list
eritival davs ol the Dominican Crigis saw Combat Contrall-
ers  providing  wital, round-the-clock @mr tral e conrol
information, Durimg the Smo-Indian war, CCTs werked at
altitudes cxcecding 10000 fee: to establish drop and
lancding zones and  to poovide  weather  informalion aiml
communicarinons for the airlirt forces staging our nf Waw
a2l ha.

Combal Controllers have aided people placusd by
matural disusters, After the 1967 Peruvien earthepiake,
Coothat Contiollers were anmwong the Jirst o be on Lhe seene
te 4id n humanitarian relicl e[ferts for the earthguake’s
viclime. They re-cgtablished communications with isolatod
areas and, under auster: conditons, provided air trallhc
control at a remode arsltip Lo conduct cmergency evisus-
tion ctforts. More recently, in Mali and Clhad., Combat
Controllers were sent in te sarvey diop zone and landing
rone locations and to assist wilh the distrifaticn of food
and supplies in ane of the worst droughts Alrica has 2ver
00T,

Because of the expertise gnd proficiency demonstrated
by these men, they are oftlen called on to train acher units,
including those from the Nationa! Guard, Resesves, Reserve
(Mtizer Training Corps, and toreign countries,

Combat Controllers have a reputation the world over Zor
their cspirit de corps and professionalism. They have always
lived up to their motoo, “Firse In, Tast nr'™ This
willingness o do anvthing, sanytime, anvwhere huas made
the Combat Corirel Teams of the United States Air Force
amomnge the finest military wnits in the world. B

Phones: 243-3333 — 244-2178
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John W Brmks Eu(ﬁr. Inc.

CONDOMINIUM

HEADQUARTERS
24-Hour Service . . . Call 244-2121
hwy. 38 W, (oppaosite City Hall)
106 Miracle Sirip Pewy,, For; Walton Beach, Fla. 32548

Post Office Drawer 1210

WORLD’S LONGEST
FREE FALL

Cuol. Juseph W. Kittinger, 4
recently retnmed Prisoner of
War, will lung be remembered
as  the man who made the
worlds lengest Iree fall jumps.,

Az part Uf =i Air Force experimen valled  Project
Excelsior, Celanzl, then Captain, Kitlinger made thres
record brezking jumps. The Thst and seccid [rom 76,000
feet and the third from 102,800 te2l. Oun the lirst jump Col.
Kittinger left the gondole of his ballbon and, upoea resching
a terminal velocity of 423 miles per hour, went into a flar
spin. and, had it net bzen for o specinl desipned chuze, he
would net have made it. On the second j:lmp everything
went perfectly and he was reedy Tor ibe (hird and linal
leup.

When Col. Kttinger ztepped out of the Gondola
l[}j,‘-:-i:lﬂ teet he hed no sensation of falling, no wind hissing
in hiz czrs o0 hillowing his clolhing, even when he had
reached 900000 Feer and o speed ol 702 miles per hour he
had anly an exhileraring Feeling ol just hanging in space.

After Tour muaates, tharty seven zecords in free tall his
main chute opened at 18 000 teet.

Te Col. Kittinger we all sav thank vou for your
contributions to parachuliog and welcome home., El




1st Special Operations Wing

HURLEURT FIELD, FLORIDA
15t Special Operaticns Wing History

From the “Burma Bridee-Busters™ of World War 11 to
the veterans ol Vieloam, the 1st Special Operations Wing
(TAC) at Hurlburt Field, Fla., has written a page in the
history of specisl air operations,

As the 1st Adr Commando Grooap in WW 11, the unit won
the Presideatial Unit Cilelion lor fying fightar-cover,
anstrikes and alrlift missions Por American Special Farces
fiphtng hahind enemy Ines in Burnma., Since reaciivalion o
1962, the 1st Special Operations Wing has won the United
States Alr Foree Quistanding Unit Award.

The wing's modern history hegan with the 44400th
Combar Crew Training Sguadren vreanceed at Huolboe
Field in [9a1. Micknamed “Jurzle Jir," this nucleus
anticipaled  Prasident  John F. Kennedy's order Lo
strengthen Ameren’s ability to fight guerilla warbare, By
1962, the 44000h CCTS bad evolved into the 1st A
Commende Group. lu 19658, (he maine was changed o 1st
Special Operation: Wing.

The 1sl S0Wp has the larpest vanety of wrerall moany
United States operatonal wing, maintaining over 175
aircraft of 12 different types and 18 different models. The
wing s fighters, lransporls, Torward ar contral and training
aircraft - many developed dorrg World War 11 - ale
carrently the backbone of Spraial Operations of the Lnited
States and allied forees in Sowtheas: Asin,

Persannel of the 1s1 Special Operations Wing are
prepared for rapic reaction Lo glohal counterinsurgemnes.
The wing traing air and ground crews to instruct and assist
alhed Torces in all phases ol special air operations, For
example, the wing has established a traiaing prosam e
Viclnamese in the A-1 and during 1970 graduated its Tisl
wlass obf Thai pilots in the OV-10. Truining inchudes air
suppurl, scarch and recovery escort, Torward air control,
recnnmassines:, aenal resupply, tactical irlitt and psveho-
lngical operations.

The st Special Operations Wing has units at four other
lucations: Holley Field, Fla, nearby Fglin Air Force Base
Auxilary Field Three; Otis AFE, Mase; and Pope Al
N.C. |

the Gulf of Mexizo. Harbeson Agency, Realtors
of Fort Walton Beach, Florida are axelusive
sales agents, Phone (004) 244 1188 for parti-
culars, Located on Holiday Isle at DOestin,
Florida . .. An Ernest Shahid-Phillip Sellers
gnierprise,

Why mince words? Shorzline 1owers, by its ragnitude alone, denoles
anything but modesty. |t costs 10 live well. And we were inotivated by
the fact that psople with money don’t chooss, really, to live in any ELEE i b s - g
other manner. Apartenents lrom: $42,400 and our feet are virtually in S ; S L ] e =‘ i
e - : =iLr % > I Tl
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of Fort Walton Beach

Telephone (904) 243-7111

LIN PARKWAY — FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA,
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SOF IS KEY ELEMENT
FOR

COUNTERINSURGENCY

Counterinsazgency

This single word describes the mission of the T.S Air
Force Special Operaticns Force (SOF), headquartersd at
Eplin AFBE, Fla,, and als various umits. Thes special tacet of
Tactical Air Command’s (TAC) complex orgenization as
relatively recent in TAC s short history.

A descandant of the fist Al Connmando force which
aperdled m the Paeitie Theater diring, World War 11, SOF
wiag activated April 27, 1962, as the Special Air Wartare
Center. The present name waos adopted o July 1968,

Ecaphasis in the Special Opcrations Force program is
placzd on solving social and economic proklems throvgh
cwvic action programs. The Fores's internal defense concepl
promotes joirt action in coordinztion with other military
services aned the United States cations] agencies in assisting
Mendly povernments i proventing  nsurgency  and
mEintaining o restoring internal secucity.

Fecanse of specialized air missions thal ollen reguire the
use of unimproved landing snd operabonsl aress the
Special Operations Force uses a wide runge ol propeller.
driven, light jot and helicopter aireralt. These include the
Ca? Skvtrain, C-123 Provider, AC-119 and AC-130 Gun-
ships, A-1 Skyraider, A-37 Dragonlly jel allack aircrall,
OF1E Bird Dog, -2 Super Skymastar, U100, OV-10 Bronco
and UH-T helicopter,

One of the most etfective wegpons ever doeveloped Tor
puerrilla warfare is the side-firing gunship of the Spocial
Operalivns Foice, Three different aireraft inaxe up the
punshop armada - the ACAT, AC-119 and AC-130. The
AC-130 is equipped wilh Pour Gatling gung and four Zkmem
cannons. The AC-11? gunship i3 cquipped wilh twao
auxiliany jel engines and 20omum as well as 7.62mm cannors.
The AC-47. the oripinal gunship, has three 7.62mm
miniguns,

The poewer AC-119 and AC-130 punships have incorpo-
rated zophisticated low-light and nighl sensing devices inlo
Jheir aiming systems, thus enabling them to locate and
destroy enemy trests at night without the aid of Nares or
cther lights.

DISCOUNT
LIQUORS

ALSO IMPORTED CHEESES

HOURS
MON. THRU THURS. # AM TO 10 FM
FRI. & AT, % AM TIL MIDNITE
SUNDAYS 1 PMTO 18 PM

"WHEN YOUR SPIRITS ARE LOW...

HEAD FOR THE BARHM!'

THE
WHISKEY BARN

315 5W Highwoy 98
M- 744-3023
[Acrass from Howard Johnsans)

THE MARINER INN |

- MOTEL and
APARTMENTS

ON THE ISLAND

We offer!

*All new spacious Motel
Rooms & 182 Bedroom Apts,

*Color Television on cable
“Wall to Wall Shag Carpeting

*Spanish & Med. Furnishing
*Gulf View

Fhome {$04] 293-7153

204 Sanla Rosa Bivd.
- Turt Wallon Beach, Fla.
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The Special Operations School, located al Hurlburt
Fuzld, Fla., i the academic elemeat of S8OF, They train
selected LLS. and wllied perscnnel in the geopolitical,
psychoogical and sociclegical noplications of ‘nsurgency

The 1st Special Chperations Wing is o mohile oparatinmsl
Firee that supports overseas thealer commandeis, the 1S,
Army Special Forcgs and Lhe U8, Strike Commard o
contimgency operations. It provides the special operations
and  conterinsureency  leams,  more comnonly  galled
Militazy  Traicing Teams, in response lo alied nstiony
request lur (raining and assistance in all phases of special
aperatinng, The crvae action program provides training in
preventive medicine, education, disasier relief, sanitation,
pollution control, airport managerment and development o
airlines as a means of communicalions in commerce,

Considered by some as the mosl impoerlant man in
Sow heast Asia, the Forward Adr Contrcller (TAC) gets hiy
start with the 131 Special Operaticns Wing. The FAC traines
w8 rated palor when he arcives for raining. His training
vourses begin with a ground school to acquairt the pilag
with the airceaft systews aml FAC wechniques. Then, under
d comhat vetzizn insiruclor pilot, he prachices directing
fighter aweralt aganst tarpets, Aller imining, the FAC
nermally wes assigned 1o a unit in Southcast Asia Lo direct
tactical fighters in wctual combat situations,

The Spevial Opera.ions Force eontinues lo be a key
elernend wilh a major role in the counterinsurgency
progrom and training American and allied personnel for
worlidlwide special cperations, ]
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Jumpfest

Scheduled for September 29
and 30, more than 300 jumpers
have been invited to be a part
of the approximately 40 static
line and 35 free-fall teams who
will jump for points on an in-
dividual and team basis, during
Hurlburt’s 4th Annual Military
Jumpfest.

Such an event requires much
work behind the sceneshythose
concerned with its planning. The
almost endless arrangementsto
be made and the details to be
worked out are being tackledby
men like CMSgt. James A, How-
ell, the NCOIC of the 1st Special
Operations Wing Combat Con-
trol Team.,

It is fitting that Chief Howell
be suchalarge part of the Jump-
fest: he’s been involved with
parachuting since joining the
Army in September, 1946, as a
member of the 82nd Airborne
Division. He was discharged
from the Army in August, 1949,
and attended school untildecid-
ing to join the Air Force Re-
serve in May, 1950,

As a member of the 434th
Troop Carrier Wing, Attebury,
Indiana, he served with the
Air Rescue Service during the
Korean conflict. In 1952 he
joined the Air Force Pathfinder
team, the forerunner of the
modern Combat Control Team,
as it began to take over the
responsibilities of forward air
control from the Army Path-
finders. They acted as air
traffic controllers for friendly
aircraft in or near a combat
zone.

Chief Howellbecame involved
with  parachute testing as a
member of the 6511th Test
Group at the Air Force Flight
Test Center, Edwards AFB,
California, in 1958-59. He
made more than 300 jumps
from high altitudes before join-
ing the High Altitude, Low Open-
ing (HALO) project in 1959,
evaluating the parachute used
in the project for the Army.
The concept used here is just
as its name implies: eventhough
the jumper is released at high
altitude, his main chute wouldn’t
open until he had reachedapre-
determined low altitude.

Following completion of the
HALO project, he became the

September 29-30

BACK TO DRY LAND -- Benedict
Petersburg, Fla. resident, steps f
at Hurlburt Field following his
when his boat capsized. (U.S. Air F

73 Features Hurlburt’s Howell

first Air Force member to test
the Rocket Rotational Escape
System on the F-106 Delta Dart.
This system employs a small
rocket underneath the pilot’s
seat to allow him to eject
rapidly from a stricken air-
craft, and was the first appli-
cation of this type of ejection
to be tested.

He made three tests of the
system in June, 1961, over
White Sands, New Mexico,
ejecting while the aircraft was
traveling at approximately 550
knots per hour. He reportedthat
a few minor problems de-
veloped, but that he wasn’t nerv-
ous at the time, He did, how-
ever, cross his fingers a lot.
For his efforts, he earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross and
was installed as a member of
the American Rocket Society.

Not content withbeing shot out
of an aircraft, he andfour other
parachutists established the
world record for the highest
jump ever recorded. Lieutenant

FLYING HIGH -

CMSgt James A, Howell, NCOIC of
the 1st Special Operations Wing Combat Control Team
will be one of the featured jumpers during Hurlburt
Field’s JusmBfest '73. The 4th Annual Jumpfest will

Colonels John J. Gerrity and
Charles Corey, MSgt. Vernon
Morgan and TSgt. George Mc-
Lean jumped with Chief Howell
from 43,500 feet in December,
1963, afeat which Russianpara-
chutists tried to match but
couldn’t.

Chief Howell was sent to
Thailand in December, 1966,
where he directed air strikes
during the Vietnam conflict. He
flew 195 missions there, in-
cluding one in which enemyfire
ripped the cockpit off of the
0-1 Bird Dod he was flying in.
Although damaged, the aircraft
was nursed back to base.

Other assignments to Mec-
Chord AFB, Washington, Eng-
land AFB, Louisiana and Lock-
bourne AFB, Ohio, followed his
Southeast Asia stint. He came
to Hurlburt Field in July, 1971,
as the NCOIC of the CCT.

Since October, 1946, when he
made his first jump at the age
of 17 from a C-46, Chief Howell
estimates he has made 3,000

two day event,

jumps. Every one was different,
but one in particular he recalls
vividly.

Due to a mistake in wind
headings given to Chief Howell
just before he jumped, he landed
700 meters off target in the
middle of a swamp. Fighting to
keep his head above the slime,
he managed to anger a nearby
snake during the five hours it
took him to climb out, causing
him to be treated for snakebite
after walking back to the base.

But that’s in the past. In the
future is Jumpfest, which Chief
Howell feels could be the best
ever,

Aside from the spectacle of
several hundred jumpers falling
out of the sky, Jumpfest serves
several useful purposes, such
as offering training for partici-
pants, a free exchange of ideas
and new techniques between
participants and acting as ex-
cellent community relationsbe-
tween Hurlburt and the sur-
rounding civilian communities.

2

be held on September 29 and 30 with more than 300
jumpers taking part. Jumpers will participate in both
the static line and free-fall competition during the
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