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GGMRJ\T controslers Thul, Muor

Frocdman and het. Jim Lundie,
dand their airlift mission commander,
Wing Jobhn Gallagher, lav o a ditch
along whut was left of the Kham
Due rumway. Swedt pocred [rom
faerr dirt-caked 2odics and ctohed
Ty rivers of prime down  their
beard-stubbled  faces. Their  flak
vests amd steel helmeoss provided
profection on the oulside but kept
e lwat un the inside swirling into
a built-mn steam bath, They had been
this way For threo days, Thero was
e bt oof the Lypical, spil-and-polish,
comibat controal imagze, No sterched
fatigues topred with a Blue beret
pattilly cocked w one side, Nt thal
12 mattered now.

Thiy squinied hzrd into the plars
ol the Victnem sky, scarchmg for
sme sign, any sgn, of & rescuer
who would pluck them from  this
nighlmare

Kham Duoe. Uotil a week earlier
1t had beon ust ore of many Special
Forces cumps dotting the Vietnam-
cac countrysde. Mow it was destinzd
to capturz the attention of the en-
tire counlry.

For swo davs, the two combat con-
trollers had labored wnder a fiercs
Barrape of enemy mortar fire, direct-
ing Ajr Force C=130 Hercaley, C-
123 Providers, C-7 Cartbous anc
svin Army helicopters into and ot
of the wirstrip. ‘Ther Mark TS radio
jeep had heen peppored by deadly
rortar shrapoel, and had almes
taken a direct hit. The jeep trailer
wes completely  desroved, During
the attacks they had drageed
wourded  from  exposed sreas
cover, whers they could give First
gid, They had even directed fighter
strikes onoenemy  pesitions arcund
the perimeter until am arborne for-
ward air controller (FAC) amived.

It was nosy coming looo forchod-
ing climax, They had come close 1o
death during the past two days.
Mow, Thew thought, their time had
mdeed come. Earlier that ufternoon,
the entire camp had been evacuared

TOP; Subks=ifubing hoaty far rofts, the jeur
ket o weter rante infilirntinn. Tﬂhinﬂ

parl ore 59yl Alen Burksdale. &1C Rolpk G
L.:qllwn:ll:'l L, Huarald L. D'_Jl:ill_'l-ﬂ_ hﬂr William
B Melame ard 810 Choar o W Misan 11
CEMTER: Crouched in the concesling thickak,
Sergeart Ju'ilda prepores t2 make radia
cartnct with Fho airlitt airera-1. A L etle

later ha comag yp w'th some frosh meat

fer lunci—o ner-paisorous snake.

LEFT: Lt. 2 qorleas B Christion, Jr. rzppels
down a shesr chif, 30 lest ot © fime.

ARCYE: Canas-aqf ale-tnoss booomes seccnd
Aature t2 comkat conro lers, This

patrsl indludos Loptain Fughes, Sgt

Alewpn €5, Foareain, Lieulenont Christion

and Tagh Richard L, Mvers.

by Capt. KEN KASHIWAHARA
Tan S5on Mhut AB, Yietnam



Combot Control troining photos
by LE, Caol. Robert lseor, AFRes.

in one of the most harrowics and
szectacular anlils ever curried out.
One C-130 was it by ground tire
on landing, It lay crumplzd on che
side ol the runwey, The runway und
cump were sirewn with the wreck-
age of helicoprers, bulldosers, vehi-
cles and other airgrall,

Now the relative silence  was
deathlv. Gone were the sounds of
arrplanes liding and  fuking  off.
Gone was the evavuees” high-picched
banter us they waited 10 be picked
up. LToe combal conlrol radio jeep
had been destroved in preparaien
[ a guick air evacuaton, The sur
vival racdio was ool Evervihing was
pone. Evervthing, that is, caxcept <he
Lhree  Americins. Asd the North
Vietnamese soldiers who were clos-
ing in around the camp, The three
mien could see the figures datting
hack and torth between gun com-
placements, waiting For the order o
charge Jown and takz the camz,

1 was normal for the combat con-
trivlers 1o be the last cut of 4 camp.
They wers always the “firsr i, last
out,” acenrding b their unalficial
motty, But where was that last
place? The vne that was w take
therm awf? Have tacy left us? ave
we begn [orgotten? Despair quickly
answored their guesiions.

The sound of airplune cnpgines
C*“the preatest sound in the world'™ )
sapped  thomn back o reality, A
C-123 swooped i low and touchod
down,  The combat  cont-ollers
sprang to their 2o and mads a dash
tor the taxing plane. Enemy suto
matie weapons blased away, Tracers
hghteed & dencly path toward the
moving plane. Mortar rounds were
landing all arourel he aireraft.

The plare picked wp speed Tt
WS Stoppirg!

Luncie and Freedmar welled w
the lops of thewr vowes, but it was no
use, Their pleas were lost in the
thunderous coar of the engines and
jel boosters. “They didn sec us
They didn® sea us,™ cursed Lundie.

WY A fracer bullews Crom machinge

gun cmpoaccments at the emil of the
runway followed the C-123 as il
climbcd our of range. Quickly the
cnemy  punnces pivoled back down
on the runway whers the theee lonely
fgures stood, theic hopes ol roseue
noww dashed. And Just as guckly, 1ke
contrallers bolted for the relative
stlety of the ditch, fwing their M- 16
from Lhe Dip as they ran, silencing
at least oae of the puns.

“That was reativ t,” Frecdman
recallec later. “They senl in a plane,
bt the pilot saw oo one [efl on the
ground, so e took of [ Mo ome wou ld
come buck. At that poin: we had twa
chaices. Bither be when prisoner or
fizht it out. Thaere was no dopht
aboul it. We had |l magacnes lefl
amer g us and we wers going o laky
g many of them with vy ns owe
could,

"1 otold Lowodie that af by made il
amd 1 didn’t, o0 be sore toogel my
willel so those bastards  wouldn't
take ot

The C-123 crew jurd seenm them,
bual was oo far down the runway o
slop, And sood another C0-123, pilot.
ed by LL Col Joe Tackson and Maj
Jesse Campbell, lunded in a barrage
ol enemy bullets and wortar shells,
sereeched 10 a stop long enomgh Tor
the combal control ers ard their mis-
sion comamander o juntz in, and wok
off, trailed by the “biggest hail of
Lracers you've over sean.’”

Adapt and Innovate

Mort Freedman's and Jim Luan
d1c’s experience al Kham Duc s by
no means “all in g day’s work™ to
com>at comrollers. Bul it serves to
dramatically anderscore the "com-
but™ in comba: control, Victnam is
providing  combat  control  teams
(0TS wilh tacir first real test une-
cer fire,

O purpose in belng, as plan-
fied @t cor meeption in 1957 and as
practiced in Vietnam loday, i= hasic-
allv unchaneged,” eaplained Maj.
Fobert Barinowski, hzad  combat
controller in Yielnam. “Weve had a

few variations in theme, bul our pri-
mary sk is shll that of performiog
a8 air traffic controllers in a for
wars, austore sustip o diop sone”

The need tor the combat control
function aresz in World War 11
when, in Sicily, Anoy parauovpenrs
wrro scatcered all over the conntry-
side brenuse no one was contealling
the drops from the ground. The dis-
persal of men ans equipment mace
the airbornz force ineffective as a
comibar wnit,

Sinec that time Air Force combat
canirelless had been part of VS troop
deployments to meet crises in Leb-
nanon, the Coneo, the Dominican
Republic and were put on alert dur-
ing the Cuban coisis i 1962, Duriog
Lreop and carzo alriss, they are al-
ways the [irst in to the airstrip o
drop rome to st up markes paocls,
porlabls comimunication and naviga-
liomal gear necessary o accuritely
eicle: the main wave of aiclift au-
erall .

Bul never hus the combil control
Learr comeept, and the mettle of the
controlers, been wested like o 1s in
Wielnam walay, And sz (he natere
of the Yielnam war s ong ol ¢on
stant changs in loeties und stratcgy.
a0 AL s lollowed thal combuat con
tral Bias had to adapt and immovate
with the shifting scoenes

One coanbal contruller whi szeaks
with great anthority om the job of the
“Blue Berers” in Yietnam is Cuzt.
Hayden F. Sears, Ji., who hay begn
1 couniry since 1965, loreer thag
any other controller,

“SWhen 1 anived, we had 24 men
and were housed v a shack here
al Tan St Nhut.,™ he rocalls. “Now
we At throe thoes that owmber, In
the beginning, we had many air tral-
fiz conwrol ( ATC) missions, Becase
conirnl fowers hac pot yet beer con-
slructed at various remote airstiips.

“But roday woany ol those strips
hiave pormmanent lowers and  somnie
navipalional equipment, As u resut
our ATCE missien bes decreased and
our Tole as a field sxtension of the
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THE Ma&SY TALLE OF COMBAT CTOMNTROL
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Sgt. Michael K. Durphy, left. and Sgt. James G Lundie bring n @ Herceles neor Boo Liew,

airlift command and contrel svstem
has bocome more grominent.”

Laing thew hagh-freguency radics,
he combel controllers  feed  wilal
data from remote airstnips back 1o
the B3dth Aar Davision Aarhift Con-
trea] Cenler al Tan Son Nhat, the
aerve cerler foroall m-counlry air-
[121 operslions.

“Also during the first vear, we had
very fow rocket and mortar atfacks
e hinder our job,.” Sears contimuaed,
“Tha, has sure changed? Now we'ne
alwavs sandbagoing the radis jeep
and always digging a [oshole on the
12 o the combsg controller,”

Todzy, a1 the peak of their ac-
vily In ¥iemnam, combut contrel-
lers  are deploved  throughout  the
country by the Adrlidt Conteel {en-
rer. The men are divided nto three
eams, each headed by oan officer
and consigting of air ratfic control-
lers und radio maintenance spacial
1sts, One team 15 alwavs on a.ert.
Toady with Jecp and portahle navi-
euticnu! wids to deploy 2y oairlift on
as little as 15 mioutes,

Hovember, 1958

Their missions are varied. Like &
one-tlay air tratfic control oz ar g
remaote  airficld  swiding  in airhitt
C-1308, C-123s ar C-Tu luden wich
badly needed supplies, D acecom-
panying the 101sl Alr Cavalry LD:-
visden tramping theough the jungles
loer M) days, prowiding the necessary
contral o emergeney  uirdrops of
ammunition, vatines amd  Moel. The
operalicg conditions vary, too—from
the relabive guier of nesrby oulgo
mg, rzndly artllery, o the terrors
of “incoming” rounds of a Kham
Due or 4 Kke Sznh,

Betweren lield amissioers, the com-
bl controdlers po throneh nome-oos
standaed ¢hécks al their Tar Son
Blont e station, mainlainig pro-
Ficierncy m ar Tralfic comirol proce-
dures, pacxing parachutas, zerform-
me  rahe maintcnance,  cleaning
their weapons (the M-10 angd the
shortened version, “Car™ 15 vsed in
paradrops boand spending tune o the
rifle range.

{Comtinued on Page 120



They tran for the worst, then back up their claim

"WE CAN DO ANYTHING!"

They are mary people in one. Ranger, skydiver, weoather ohkserver, frog-
man, linguist, radio maintenanee mon and air traffic controller. They use all
these skills, plus a buy of lricks, o do their vital job—pave the woy for an
airborne assoult.

When dgirbome troops drop behind enemy lines, the Air Force combat
control team is already there. They hove scouted the areq, reported wind
velocity and direction, marked the drop zone and provided air traftic control
to Iha wctical airlift aireraf: in which the trocps crrived.

“"We manage to hit moat of the hot spots in the world,” said Capt. David
I. Hughes, a 495-jump veteran from Sewort AFB, Tenn.

Combat controllers were at Panoma, Lebanon, the Dominican Hepublic
and, as recorded here, they play a vital role in Vietnom. You can find them
with Army Special Forces, Air Force Special Operations Ferces, and in world-
wide STRIKE commond exercises.

There are only 485 combat controllers in the Air Forece. Generally, they
don't womt headlines. Too much exposure could play havoe with their mstheds.
That's why nct many people know oboual them. They deoi't readily recount
their adventures to outsiders.

Because 1t 15 « tough career field, 1t 13 a proud one.

“If o man makes it through the first twe years,” said Captain Hughes, "he
usually doesn't want any other kind of duty.”

By then he has acguired a lot of common sense, a high deqgree of physical
dexterity, and is in superb physical condition. He is cager cnd sslf-confident.
[le needs these attributes,

In hiz firs: vear he gels more special and waried instruction thao most
airmen get in an entire career. He attends eight schools totalling 49 weeks.
Less than 20 vercent of all volunteers make it over the first burdle —jump
school. Of these, only agbout half complete the remaoining rigorous physical
and mental conditioning.

Training ond cenditioning never step. Recently, Captoin Hughes' teom
was operating out of a thickly wooded area near Tennsssec's Cancy Fork
River in Dovy Crocket! country. Their command post sat atop a steep hill. One
could survey the enfire surrounding dred.

"Thae conditions here are perfect for cur needs, It's secluded, wild, hully
and chere's plenty of water, We completely isolale curselves to practice our
mission skills. We set np security ond defense perimeters, pinpeind all ‘un-
friendlies’ in the area (in thie case vacotioning civilians) without them seeing
us. We sharpen our small surface craft techniques, perform patrols and recon
nissanoe missivns.

"During this time we try to live off the lond,” Hughes concluded us he
finished off the last of his lunch—waoter moccasin and cattish,

Later, these team members will get their conventional HALQ (high altitude,
low opeaing] jump trcining while others will work oesagult londings and
PLADS (porachute low altitude delivery system) drops made by txetical airlift
airgrott.

Whatever they du, whenever they do i, they train for the worst—so they
can be ready to do anything. —EM
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(Continued fron Fage )

Perhaps the clean
what a4 combuat conzroller’s life in
Victnum 15 all about s found by
snatching  plimpses of experiences
during various aperations.

Sinve most of the € was at Khe
aanh 4t one tinte or another during
the 78 day siege, thal operalion—in
which eight controllzrs received Pui-
phe Huarls— pro 7 a good look,

# Jim Lundiv was there, crouched
in a foxhole, direetng wareraft in and
out of the awstrip oo Felrpary 23,
when the NV A fired over [,000 ar-
tillery rousds oo the combal base,
or the cquivalen: of nearly one round
a minute. He'll never forper that day.
It was his 21st hirthday,

* Following the ¢rash of & Marins
helicopter, €aptain Sears and his
team of S5gt. Jimmy Grishom, Sgt.
Acthue Hosey, Freedman and Lun-
die, ignored the possizle exzlozion
of the helicopter’s Tuel and ine
mortar rounds to pall the crow meme-
bors our of the burning wreckage,
Although two were alrzady dead, the
third was saved by their action.

* gt Thomas Monley and his
leam  of Sgs. David MoCracken,
Erwin Rhodes and Wallzr Smith,
have been awarded Silver Stars for
pushing a burning pallet of morar
rounds away [rom Khe Sanh’s popu-
lated bunkers ( Lileline 1o Khe Sarni,
THE Alenman, July 1988),

During unother operation the 1st
Adr Cavalry pushed into the A Shaun

ey, an enemy stronghold, TSet
Richars Taylor, S5zt Janes Philzot
and Szt Gary Brock and Michacl
Welding went mto the valley's thick,
jungle carpeted floor with the first
ave of ault helicopters, which
reecived some of the heaviest eTemY
anliarerz(t fire of the war, Onee in
the ‘-.":LI]:}'. the €01 marked *he as-
saull landing strip for C-123s and
C-Ts and directed (-130s owver the
drop rone for emergency drops of
atmmunition, rarions and fuel. Dwr-
g he same operation. S5gt. Robert
Mahalley withstood five straight
hours of enemy shelling to perform
the control mission

On ore of the rarz airborme oper-
atwos, Capt, Danny M. Pagh, a 19-
memith Victnam  veteran, led  his
gight-man leam in combar control's

¢ role—support of a inass para-

t, Jumzme 30 minutes

ahcad of a 10K -man Yietamese
paratroop formation al Yan Kiep,
the CCT was dropped shorr of the




drap zone. Realizing the ecror, and
realizing the potential disasier i the
mass fommation was zlso dropped
shorl, Pugh led his teum at o rapid
clip, owerland, through enemy terri-
lory, They Tound the D, set upr com-
munications equipnient, and guided
the Tormation in—right on schedule.
There was no doubt abour the value
of combal cortrl on that occazion.
Cky anothor jump, two yoars agi,
Cuptain Segrs, who has four combat
pmps te his oredit (mere than any
other controller), parachuted onto a
drop zonc in the Morthern 11 Corps

jumped from  about  EOO

he saud, “and  immediarely

could hear ground firg coming up at

vs, All of a sudden, T felt some-

thing, and looked up w sce lwo 2ul-

Izt holes in my chute. When we hit

the pround, we started receiving a
kot of smiper firc.”

Meora Than Guts and Glory

Higt cormbat contral 15 more than
the guts and glory of combat, It
tiakes a special bread (o hurdlz oll the
ohstacles set in Lhe path af EATIING
and £ i the blue berzt. In addi
tion to omp schoal, combat coatrol-
lers attend other schools: control
tower, combat  control,  survival,
tropical survival, arctic survival.
watcr survival, amphibioos trammg,
High Altitude Low Opening, paca-
chute rigeping, and radie malnte
nance. And what’s more, faling any
one school means eliminztion from
combit contro!l,

“In Viclnam, in & given monta,
wo work more airfizlds than dreop
sones.”  said  Major  Barinowski.

“onsequently, T place heavy em-

AsL% O |':-L'-;-:fil.:1r_'u-;."_'.- i arranding
technigues—operating three or [our
1 i.-idii-_l'i-_... I..U |.'.||.]I‘_'[ VLA '|'_:l|'| |l:_'!l.,'4.l'|_| LB,
‘stacking” wirplancs; and on  two
other tasks which have become part
ol our mission in Yietham—:zonrdi-
1]Hli]]g Hl‘EiJll‘.‘l‘_{-‘ ﬁ]'illgl- with lanudings
of aircraft, and  instzllztion and
maintenance of the Grounc Prosim-
ity Extraction System, a meihod used
by the C-130s to deliver bulky car-
g0 loads o the pround forees,

But no matier what rulz combal
controllers perform, one fac: is cer-
tain: they arz a vital part of the air-
hift effort in Vietnam. It doesn't reul
Iv¥ matter whether They're the “first
in and lasr out.™ 178 what they do in
Between that counts, Amd thar adds

up to Jquite a ot o~
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